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course, the unsuccessful candidates would have
thrown away three years' work. The same is prob-
ably true, to some extent, of the Telegraph Depart-
ment ; while with the Engineers the case is different,
and hence it is an advantage to postpone the competi-
tion until the men are as mature as possible. The com-
petitive examination for the admission of the students
in Forestry to Cooper's Hill is, of course, much more ,
elementary than the examination for the Indian Civil
Service. It consists of obligatory, optional, and addi-
tional subjects. The obligatory subjects are element-
ary mathematics, English composition, and German;
the optional subjects, any two of which maybe taken,
are higher mathematics, French, Latin, Greek, Eng-
lish history, botany, chemistry, physics, and physi-
cal geography; the additional subjects, which count
for little, are free-hand and geometrical drawing.
There appear to be a sufficient number of candidates
at these examinations to make the test really compet-
itive. At the examination in 1898, for example, there
were sixteen competitors for six places.
The same examination that admits students to the
course in Forestry at Cooper's Hill is also used as
a competitive test for the appointment of members of
the Indian Police Force; the only difference being
that the candidates for the Police Force may offer
French, instead of German, as an obligatory subject,
and that the limit of age for the candidates is slightly
different. Success, which depends also upon ability
to ricle on horseback, leads, however, at once to pro-